From \u27Community through exclusion\u27 to \u27Marginalized and fragmented community\u27: The Aka forest foragers society in the Republic of the Congo (ROC) by TAKEUCHI Kiyoshi
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Figure 2 shows a typical village of the slash-and-burn horticulturalists. 
 
       Figure 2. horticulturalist village  
 
The Aka set up small camps distributed about 8-km radius in the periphery of 
the horticulturalists.  
 
 
          Figure 3. Aka camp 
 
We have seen the inter-ethnic relationship between the Aka and the 
horticulturalists or farmers up to the 1990s(Figure 4); that is before external 
influences, such as deforestation, strongly affected these inhabitants in the 
tropical rain forest. 
 
 
fa
b
a
th
a
c
b
s
e
id
in
th
a
fo
T
c
  
 Figure 4
 
In other w
rmers - an
ased on a 
mbivalent
at mainta
For the A
spect; the
hildren by
y remote 
mall-group
thnic iden
entity per
Commun
tegrated v
rough cr
llocated th
reign timb
Figure 5 
he whole 
ompanies 
   
. Ambival
ords, as 
d in exch
patriarcha
 relationsh
ined the A
ka, the rel
 farmer p
 accommo
farmer co
 life activ
tity for itse
 se (itself)
ity throu
ia cultura
umbling 
e tropica
er indust
shows a tim
section w
by 2003. 
ent relatio
children - 
ange, the f
l relations
ip of cult
ka-framer
ationship 
arents pr
dating dem
mmunitie
ity of the 
lf through
.     
gh exclus
l exclusio
crude-oil 
l forest zo
ry as timb
ber-desig
as in fa
 
83
nship betw
the Aka - 
armer par
hip to act
ural exclu
 regional 
with the fa
ovided po
ands and
s and po
Aka, thei
 relations
ion up t
n. Howeve
prices an
nes and 
er concess
nated sec
ct comple
een Aka a
were work
ents provi
ualize eco
sion and
communit
mers was
litical ba
 neutraliz
lice. Furt
r member
hips with 
o the 19
r, after su
d civil w
forest exp
ions.    
tion of the
tely sold
nd farmer
ing for the
de food for
nomic reci
 economic
y up to th
 not limite
rrier to sa
ing violenc
hermore, 
ship was 
the farmer
90s has 
ffering eco
ars, the 
loitation u
 region inh
 to the f
  
s 
ir parents
 the Aka c
procity.  
 interdepe
e 1990s.  
d to the ec
feguard t
e against 
for the fl
establishe
s based on
establish
nomic dif
ROC gove
nits, and
abited by
oreign lum
 - or the 
hildren, 
It is this 
ndence 
 
onomic 
he Aka 
the Aka 
uid-like 
d as an 
 ethnic 
ed and 
ficulties 
rnment 
 sold to 
 the Aka. 
bering 
84
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
「「 
 
Figure 5. Timber-designated section in north-eastern Congo 
 
Figure 6 shows the changes of logging in the ROC with time. Timber 
production was rapidly increased after the year 1999.  
 
   Figure 6.  Timber production of ROC(1994-2001) 
(Africonsei、 http://www.ifrance.com/africonseil/CONGOECO.htm)  
 
Interestingly, while the rapid surge of commercial logging in the regions 
inhabited by the Aka in tandem with higher forest protection activity in the 
85
1990s, an NGO related with nature conservation bought timber-designated 
sectors over from lumbering companies and eventually established the 
Nouabale Ndoki National Park in 1993. 
Under the background influence of nature conservation concept and political 
pressures from the European and United States, the trilateral relationships of 
the timber industry, nature-conservation NGO and the ROC government were 
maintained and closely coordinated. Both the timber industry and the ROC 
government could not ignore the strong climate of public opinion on nature 
conservation prevalent in Europe and the US. In fact, they appeal to the 
conservation-orientated forces with respect to the nature-conservation concept 
by cooperating in the establishment of the national park.    
 As a mater of fact, the nature-conservation NGO requires the cooperation of 
the lumbering companies to maintain the National Park well. Thus, the trilateral 
cooperative system was established with the NGO, lumbering companies and 
ROC government working hand in hand. However, this trilateral cooperative 
system almost ignored the will and rights of the Aka living in the area, especially 
in aspects associated with understanding the ‘undeveloped’ nature and 
education related with respect for nature conservation among the Aka . 
Figure 7 shows symbolic of the close relationships between the lumbering 
company and nature-conservation NGO; the lumbering company allocated a 
section of its parking lots for the NGO office in the ROC capital, Brazzaville. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7. Nature-conservation NGO office  
 
Now, let’s look at the social transformations in the Aka community through 
commercial deforestation. Through the influx of lumberjacks, deforestation 
bases developed into townships with a higher population. Many of the farmers 
then moved to these towns in search of opportunistic hard cash. As a result, the 
Aka-framer relationship, which is established on local community through 
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